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Sixty-ninth session
Agenda item: The Question of Death Penalty
Sponsors: Canada, France, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, South Africa, United Kingdom
Signatory: Belgium, Bulgarian, Germany, Paraguay, Spain, Sweden

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 62/149 of 18 December 2007, 63/168 of 18 December 2008,　65/206 of 21 December 2010 and 67/176 of 20 December 2012,

Reaffirming the report of the Secretary-General on the recommendations about the abolishment of the death penalty including resolution 67/176 of 20 December 2012 and the recommendations contained therein,

Emphasizing that everyone without any exceptions has a human right that should be respected,

Noting all efforts of Member States to protect the right of all people who are related to capital offence,

  Convinced that the abolition of the death penalty enhances the right to life, which should be equally given to everyone,

Convinced that a moratorium on the use of the death penalty contributes to respect for human dignity and to the enhancement and progressive development of human rights, 

Noting ongoing local and national debates and regional initiatives on the death penalty, as i8ukinformation on the use of the death penalty,

Noting also the necessity of continuing to argue about the use of the death penalty,

1. Deplores the continued application of the death penalty; 

2. Stresses the importance to abolish death penalty worldwide;

3. Welcomes the steps taken by some Member States to reduce the number of offences for which the death penalty may be imposed and the decisions made by an increasing number of  Member States, at all levels of government, to apply a moratorium on executions, followed in many cases by the abolition of the death penalty;

4. Calls upon all Member States that still maintain the death penalty, taking notes of their legal domestic resumes:

1. To make available relevant information with regard to their use of death penalty such as the number of persons sentenced to death, the number of persons on death row, the number of executions carried out and the reasons why they are sentenced to death, which can contribute to possible informed and transparent national and international debates, including on the obligations of Member States pertaining to the use of the death penalty; 

1. Not to impose capital punishment for offences committed by persons below 18 years of age and on pregnant women; 

1. To reduce the number of offences for which the death penalty may be imposed and urge the defendants and judgments which have been judged guilty as soon as possible when there seems to be a strong suspicion of misjudgment ;
 
1. To respect international standards that provide safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty;

1. To progressively restrict the use of the death penalty and to establish a moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty;

5. Urges all Member States to provide the Secretary-General with information relating to the use of capital punishment and the observance of the safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty; 

6. Calls upon Member States to establish, maintain, facilitate and support facilities to support materially and mentally and to prepare political systems to provide services with proper and prompt, physical and mental relief:

(a) For victims of crimes which were applied with capital offence and their family;
(b) For people who were false charged;
	
7. Calls upon Member States to take measures to protect privacy of victims of crimes which were applied with capital offence and their family from intimidation and retaliation;

8. Emphasizes that victims of crimes which were applied with capital offence can request offenders to make fair restitution;

9. Requests all Member States to endeavor to provide victims or their family with financial compensation when compensation is not fully available from offender;

10. Urges States who have abolished the death penalty not to reintroduce it, and to encourage them to share their experience in this regard;

11. Stresses the importance of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Aiming at the Abolition of the Death Penalty; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its seventieth session on the implementation of the present resolution and decides to continue consideration of the matter at its seventieth session under the item entitled “Promotion and protection of human rights”.
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